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Introduction

The South African Cable Manufacturing industry is in serious trouble because of 
the effects that imports have on our industry.

Import of electrical cable products especially from China is having devastating 
effects on the local industry.

These products are dumped in SA; is substandard and the Chinese cable 
manufacturers are subsidised by the Chinese Government for exports from that 
country.

While the local cable industry is heavily regulated, it seems the products imported 
are not as heavily regulated and as a result, these products are sold at prices in SA 
that are unsustainable to the local manufacturers.

We do not mind fair competition, but is this fair?



What are electrical cables used for?

Energy Sector – 
Transmission and 

distribution

IT & Telecoms – Data 
centers and Telecom 

networks

Building and 
Construction

Mining Industry

Automotive Industry General Industries and 
Utilities

Transportation



South African electrical 
reticulation 



South African electrical 
reticulation 



Overview 
of the 
cable 

industry



Overview of the cable industry

There are numerous power cable manufacturers in South Africa 
and most of these are represented by the Association of 
Electrical Cable Manufacturers of South Africa.

There are several telecoms cable manufacturers

Low voltage power cable make up the bulk of power cables 
manufactured in South Africa
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Low Voltage Cable 
Construction



The South 
African 

electrical 
cable 

industry is 
under 
siege.
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Regulations



Regulations

administer compulsory 
specifications and other technical 
regulations with the view to 
protect human health, safety, the 
environment and ensure fair trade 
in accordance with government 
policies”

• Local manufacturers must pay 
levies bi-annually and must apply 
for LOA’s at great expense.

• Sub-standard imports are flooding 
our market, yet the NRCS seem to 
only concentrate on regulating 
local manufacturers gauging by 
the number of sub-standard 
products in the market.

• This gives importers a cost 
advantage, as they are not 
burdened with the expenses 
associated with compliance.



The 
Hidden 

Dangers

• Many imports fail to 
meet SANS and NRCS 
standards.

• Substandard cables pose 
serious risks across 
safety, performance and 
economic dimensions.

• Possible causes of 
substandard cable 
products:
– Fire Hazards

– Electrical Failures

– Reduced Lifespan of 
cable

– Economic impact

– Risk to human life



Economic Fallout

LOCAL MANUFACTURERS 
FORCED ONTO SHORT 

TIME.

THOUSANDS OF JOBS AT 
RISK.

DOMESTIC PRODUCTION 
PLUMMETING WHILE 

IMPORTS SOAR.

THIS IS DUMPING, NOT 
MARKET COMPETITION.



The Tactics Behind the Threat



What’s at Stake

SAFETY INDUSTRIAL 
SOVEREIGNTY

THOUSANDS OF 
LIVELIHOODS

INTEGRITY OF 
INFRASTRUCTURE
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What Has The Cable Industry Done?

We have lobbied 
government, had 

numerous engagements 
and have submitted 

safeguard application

Have reported the 
influx of nonstandard 
products to both the 
NRCS and the SABS

Have engaged the trade 
unions and employer 

representative 
organisations

The industry 
associations have 
trained customs 

officials at no charge



The Call to Action

CONTINUE TO LOBBY THE DTIC FOR 
ASSISTANCE BY IMPOSING HIGHER 

IMPORT DUTIES

GOVERNMENT TO PRIORITISE LOCALLY 
MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS

NRCS AND SABS TO ENSURE EQUAL 
REGULATIONS FOR ALL LOCAL AND 

IMPORTED CABLE PRODUCTS

INDUSTRY STAKEHOLDERS TO UNITE IN 
DEFENSE OF LOCAL MANUFACTURING.



Conclusion

This is about South 
Africa’s future.

Let’s not wait for more 
fires, job losses, and 
economic damage.

Act together to protect 
what we’ve built.



Thank You

tertius@soew.co.za

Tertius Ness

Chief Operating Officer – South Ocean Electric Wire

 tertius@soew.co.za  

 soew.co.za

Let’s keep the current flowing—safely, locally, and 
sustainably.

mailto:tertius@soew.co.za
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